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Columneetza Junior Secondary 
School 

   September 2024 Newsletter 
 

 
Columneetza Junior Secondary School (Gr.7-9) 
1045 Western Ave, Williams Lake, BC 
V2G 2J8  
Ph:   250-392-4158 

 
1st Day of School 

Wednesday, September 4th (½ day) 
8:45am-11:30am 

I’d like to welcome all students back to school this year, with a 
special welcome to our new students and staff! The first day of 
school is a ½ day. New students/registrations, please report to 
the office. 
 

First Day (Sept 4th) Procedures: 
Grade 7’s – All Grade 7 students will go to the gym and take a 

seat in the bleachers and administration will conduct a 
‘Welcome Back’ assembly.  After the assembly, class lists will be 
called out and Grade 7 teachers will then take their students to 
their classrooms for the remainder of the day to get organized. 
 

Grade 8’s and 9’s All Grade 8 and 9 students will need to find 

their homerooms and then go to their homerooms for the 
remainder of the morning. Alphabetical homeroom lists will be 
posted inside the main foyer and in front of the library. Once 

students are in their homeroom classrooms, they will be given their schedules and all other 
necessary information to start the year. Grade 8’s and Grade 9’s will be called to the gym for 
grade specific ‘Welcome Back’ assemblies.   
Please update your child’s Verification form, sign the Media Consent, Computer/Privacy Consent 

and Walking Field Trip forms and return to school. 
 
Students will be dismissed at 11:25am.  BUSES will arrive at 11:30am to take students home. 

 
 

Important Dates 
Sept 3   District Planning Day 
     No students, staff only 
 
Sept. 4  School Opens ½ Day 
  
Sept 12 School Pictures in the 

afternoon 
 
Sept 13 School-Wide Assembly 

(Terry Fox, Code of 
Conduct & Columneetza 
Cares Kick-off) 
 

Sept 16 PAC Meeting 5:45pm 
Columneetza Junior 

 
Sept 23  Pro-D Day (no school) 

Orange Shirt Week 
Activities 

 
Sept 25  Terry Fox Run 10:15am 
 
Sept 30 National Truth & 

Reconciliation Day (no 
school) 

 
Oct 3    Photo Retakes  

(morning)  

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://getmespark.com/membership-101-the-welcome-series/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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District Planning Day (Tuesday, September 3th) 
The 2024-25 school year starts with a District Planning Day on Tuesday, September 3, 2024. This 
planning day is a unique opportunity for our entire organization to continue our engagement 
and understanding on the effects of trauma, both historic as the legacy of residential schools. 
The District will be joined Monique Gray Smith, indigenous author and speaker to lead our 
learning on these topics. All staff will gather at their school or worksites and participate. 
Students are not at school this day. 
 

Safety Upgrades 
Full fire alarm upgrade with a new alarm sound.   

In the morning, the front door will open for students and staff.  There will be 2 additional exit 
doors unlocked at 8:05am when supervision begins for students and staff to enter the building 
near parent drop off locations: the doors into the upper floor of the main school building in 
between the cafeteria building and the industrial education building (by Room 130), and the 
back doors by the gym (small bus drop off and by Room 187). After the first bell, all exit doors 
will be locked and doors to the cafeteria building and the industrial education building will be 
temporarily opened to welcome students into the space.  This is to enforce student and staff 
safety.  The front doors of the school will always remain open during the school day.  During 
breaks and lunch the 3 sets of exit doors will be opened to make school washrooms more 
accessible and monitored by Noon Hour Supervisors and administration. 

School Schedule (Sept. 5th – June 26th) 
8:40am         Warning Bell to start school 
8:45am-10:05     School Starts – A Block 
10:05am-10:15     Break (10 mins) 
10:15am-11:35     B Block 
11:35am-12:25    Lunch (50 mins) 
12:25pm-1:45     C Block 
1:45pm-1:55      Break (10 mins) 
1:55pm-3:16      D Block 
 

School supplies 
School supply lists are posted on the school website and Facebook 
page. A pen or pencil with lined paper and a binder will be 
sufficient for the first day ½ day.  
Do not bring all your school supplies on the first day wait for 
teacher direction.  Please contact the office if your child needs 
financial assistance for school supplies.  We can help! 

 

Student Schedules & My Education Schedules will be given out on 

the first day or are available online via MyEd.   
Parent Portal Access-MyEd. You can also email css.secretary@sd27.bc.ca 
for all other queries.   

https://www.sd27.bc.ca/lcsscolum/page/6766/parent-portal-access-myed
mailto:css.secretary@sd27.bc.ca
http://pixel-slinger.deviantart.com/art/Elementary-School-Supplies-358344655
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Counsellors will be in the school starting August 27st to address new 

registrations by appointment only 250-392-4158. New student 
registrations will take priority. Please note course options are limited as 
many courses/classes are full, changing classes ‘to be with friends’ will not 
be made. A sign-up list in the Counselling Office will be available to 

students on Sept. 5th for students with scheduling ‘glitches’ and counsellors will schedule 
appointments with students beginning in the 2nd week of school.   
 

Newsletters. School newsletters will be sent out at the beginning of each 

month and posted to the school district website. We also have a Facebook 
page that I would encourage you to join as it is used regularly and has very 
timely news. Please ensure you contact the schools to ensure we have your 
most up to date email address and phone numbers. 
Website: https://www.sd27.bc.ca/LCSSCOLUM     Facebook: Lake City Secondary & 
Columneetza Junior Secondary School – School Page 
 

Breakfast for Learning our school offers some quick and simple breakfast food options to 

get the day going from 8:05am-8:30am every morning starting on September 6th. Options 
include toast, fruit, yogurt, granola bars and tea. This grab and go breakfast opportunity is open 
for all students. 
 

Lunches  
Lunch Schedule: 
Monday - sandwiches,  $3/half 
Tuesday - PB & J, fruit, yogurt, granola bars, hard boiled eggs 
Wednesday - pizza, $2.00/slice 
Thursday - PB & J, fruit, yogurt, granola bars, hard boiled eggs 
Friday – wraps, $2/half a wrap 
This will begin on Monday, September 9th.  Financial assistance for lunches is available.  
Students or parents can ask any staff member or the office how to access support.  Every day of 
the week, additional snack food will be available in the Cultural Room (Room 144) for students 
to access if needed.         
 

Verification Forms & Medical Information 
Student verification forms will be sent home in the first week of school.  It is very important 
that we get your child’s up-to-date information as soon as possible including contact 
information so that we can call home if your child needs you.   
For parents of students with severe allergies/anaphylaxis, Public Health now recommends that 
2 EpiPens are always kept at school.  Please check with the office to make sure that we have an 
EpiPen for your child and that it is up-to-date.  If your child wears a Medical Alert bracelet, 
please make sure the school knows they wear it at school.  For students with a seizure 

https://www.sd27.bc.ca/LCSSCOLUM
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condition or Type 1 Diabetes, please make the school aware so that we can plan for safety and 
complete safety planning promptly.  
  

Calling in Absences 
At Columneetza we feel regular attendance is a crucial component of academic performance.  
Students are expected to be on time and attend every class.  If students are ill or cannot attend 
for other reasons, it is up to the parent or guardian to notify the School Messenger system at 
1 (833) 582-6944, using the phone app, website login or calling the school.  
https://go.schoolmessenger.com All undocumented absences will be considered unexcused 
absences. Poor attendance may result in a file review and a meeting with the student and 
guardian(s). 
 

Noon Hour Supervision 
This year we will have 4 Noon Hour Supervisors and 3 Administrators providing supervision 
inside the school and outside the school (on school property).  Noon hour supervision occurs 
from 11:35am to 12:35pm.  If you are interested in joining our team, please call  250-392-4158.   
 

Parent Advisory Council (PAC):  A strong relationship between the school and parents is 

very important in a child’s education, and one way of being involved 
with the school is to be a member of the PAC.  Last year’s PAC was a 
very dedicated group, which was really appreciated.  We are hoping 
that the same will be true this year, and with your help, this can 

come true.  Columneetza parents are invited to attend Columneetza Junior Secondary School 
PAC meetings. The meetings are usually held on the third Monday of each Month starting at 
5:45pm in the Library.  
NEXT MEETING: Monday, September 16th @ Columneetza Campus Library – 5:45pm 
 

Student of the Week Student of the week is selected by a different 

staff member each week based on positive actions of the students that 
contribute to our school’s culture. Student of the Week pictures will be 
posted on our Facebook page and in the WL Tribune.  Thanks to Red 

Tomato Pies for donating student prizes for this program! 

 
Picture Day – is Thursday, September 12th for Columneetza students in the 

morning starting at 8:45am. There will be a reminder with suggestions for a good 
photo session.   These are the individual portrait photos.  If your child is away, 
retakes are Tuesday, October 3rd. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/
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School Sports Teams and Clubs  
Sports teams, and other student extracurricular activities will be up and running. 
Students are asked to listen carefully to announcements for information. Sports 
teams and clubs include: Rugby, Soccer, Volleyball, Wrestling, Basketball, and 
Track and Field. School clubs include Fit Club, D&D, Anime, LGBTQ+, League of 

Legends, Yearbook, and Student Voice. Many others may develop – keep your 

ears open for announcements      .  If we don’t have the club you are hoping for, tell a staff 
member about your idea and maybe we can start one! 
 

Terry Fox Run 
This year the annual Terry Fox Run at Columneetza is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, 
September 25th at 10:10am during B Block.  I’d like to thank everyone in advance for their 
participation and support for the run!   
 

Cafeteria Building Update 
I am pleased to announce that we will have two classrooms ready-to-go for school start-up in 
the cafeteria: the Foods classroom and a new French Immersion/Humanities classroom.  This 
fall we anticipate being able to use our cafeteria space and hopefully our lunch program will 
operate out of this space.  Thank you for your patience and understanding and we look forward 
to using beautiful new classroom spaces! 
 

Parking 
Please use the drop-off and pick-up loop that is located in between the dorm(daycare) and 
shop buildings.   Please do not block the bus lanes at the front of the school or the small bus 
turnaround at the back of the school.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Salmon Trip (Open to Grade 9s) 
September 18th-20th. The goal of this trip is to involve young people in activities that help 
them appreciate how a watershed works—the animals, the plants, the water, the geography, 
and the role of human interaction. Space is limited and students must complete an application 
(email: nara.riplinger@sd27.bc.ca for the application).  
Some of the activities will include: monitoring salmon health, identifying stream invertebrates, 
hiking, learning the importance of salmon and healthy watersheds from First Nation leaders, 
and working with UNBC researchers. The cost is $50 but see Ms. Riplinger or Mr. Cook if this is 
prohibitive.  Activities on this trip can also be incorporated into a capstone project or 
Independent Studies credits.  

 
 
 

mailto:nara.riplinger@sd27.bc.ca
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Administration Team 
Hattie Darney, Principal 
Matt Cullum, Vice-Principal 
Alina Cameron, Vice-Principal 
 

Clerical Team 
Marilyn Hale, Office Front Desk  
Tassie Giroday, Office Records & Registration 
Ildiko Doeber, Office Finance 

Columneetza Indigenous Support Workers 
George Fraser 
Jordy Moise 
Katrina Wilde 
Youth Engagement Worker 
Courtney Mailhot 

Counselling Team 
Jon Harding 
Tara Burtenshaw 

 

 Facebook Page – Lake City Secondary & Columneetza Junior Secondary –School Page  

School Website: https://www.sd27.bc.ca/lcsscolum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sd27.bc.ca/lcsscolum
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Bus Students 
All students who need to ride a bus will need to be registered    
with bus garage. Call 250-398-8632 for assistance.  All students 
will use a bus bass this year and will receive the pass from school.  
Students must be registered and cannot just “hop on” to get to 

another location. 

Bus Schedule 2024 – 2025 
Students going to the Memorial Complex in the morning for Hockey or Aquatics will take the 
bus to the WL Campus and walk over to the Complex once classes begin (this will not happen 
on the first day of school as the teachers will be at Columneetza—more information from your 
teachers will come). 
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Lake City Secondary Bell Schedule 2024-25 
 

Warning Bell   8:40 
 
8:45 – 10:05   First Period – ‘A’ Block 
 
10:05 – 10:15  Break 
 
10:15 – 11:35  Second Period – ‘B’ Block 
 
11:35 – 12:25  Lunch 
 
Warning Bell   12:20 
 
12:25 – 1:45    Third Period – ‘C’ Block 
 
1:45 – 1:55   Break 
 
1:55 – 3:16   Fourth Period – ‘D’ Block 
 
 

 

LCS Bell Schedule 2023-24 (for early dismissal days Nov. 13/14 & Apr. 23/24) 
 
Warning Bell   8:40 
 
8:45 – 9:50   First Period – ‘A’ Block 
 
9:50 – 10:00   Break 
 
10:00 – 11:05   Second Period – ‘B’ Block 
 
11:05 – 11:55   Lunch 
 
Warning Bell   11:50 
 
11:55 – 1:00   Third Period – ‘C’ Block 
 
1:00 – 1:10   Break 
 
1:10 – 2:16   Fourth Period – ‘D’ Block               (buses will pick up earlier on this day) 
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