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Hello GROW Families,

Welcome back to another week of learning! Thanks so much to all of you for working so hard
to get your math and literacy samples in to me last week. We need to keep samples on file for
each of our students to declare them active, and they need to be in by the end of September.

Science World Presentation

Science World is doing a presentation at Lac La Hache Elementary this afternoon called
'Fantastic Forces." GROW students are invited to attend. I'll have an art project set up for
students beforehand in the school library, and we will have the use of the gym after to play
games/use equipment if you'd like. If you haven't RSVPed yet and would like to join us, feel
free to come! Also, there's no need to come for all the activities—1'll have the art set up just
after 10:30, and it's an activity that will take about an hour for students. Feel free to drop in
anytime before 1:00 to do that activity if you'd like. Please just be here on time for the
Science World presentation if you wanting to watch that. Thank you!

Second Language/Duolingo

I've talked with all families who have students in grades 5-7 about their plans for second
language learning this year. Duolingo is set up and ready to go. If you were enrolled in
Duolingo last year, you are still in the GROW class and should be able to begin practicing. If
you are new to Duolingo, I've attached instructions on how to join our class to this email.
Basically, you need to make your own Duolingo account, and then attach your account to our
class using the classroom code.

| had several students who had trouble with their Duolingo accounts last year. While | was
removing students who were no longer enrolled in preparation for this year, | noticed that
some students had two accounts attached to our class, and this may have been the problem.
You need to enter an email address when making an account. My advice is to make an
account using your school district email address (the one you use to log in to
Brightspace/Office 365 with). That way, you won't run into the problem of more than one
child trying to use the same parent's email to make an account. It keeps things a bit simpler if
you have multiple children.

Please let me know if you are having any issues and I'll try my best to help. If you've decided
to use a paper-based French program, | can provide you with some French units to complete.
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duolingo

Your language class is going to use Duolingo at school. These
are the instructions to join GROW 2023/24!

If you are on a computer, go here:

http://duolingo.com/o/qygwdh

If you are on a smartphone or tablet:

1. Download the Duolingo app and open it up.
2. Press Get Started. Then select the language you are learning.
3. Setyour Daily Goal and continue (you can change this later).

4. Create a Profile:

& OnAndroid, press the menu icon at the top right corner and press

Create a Profile.

" On iOS, press Profile in the top left corner and press Create a Profile.
5. Type in your Name, Email and Password, then press Create.
6. Go to your Profile and press Progress Sharing.
7. Type in your Classroom Code: QYQWDH

8. Press Join Class.



http://duolingo.com/

http://duolingo.com/

http://schools.duolingo.com/
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THANKSGIVING

n Canada, we celebrate Thanksgiving on the second Monday of
October. It is a day when family and friends get together to eat a
meal and to be thankful for the good things in their lives.

There are many different Thanksgiving and harvest celebrations. In
Britain, people held celebrations of thanks for the harvest and other
good things in their lives. Indigenous Peoples in Canada also celebrated
the harvest each year.

The first Thanksgiving in Canada is believed to have been celebrated in
1578. The English explorer Martin Frobisher and his crew celebrated
their safe arrival in what is now Nunavut. They enjoyed a simple meal
of salt beef, biscuits, and mushy peas to give thanks for their journey.

In the early 1600s, Samuel de Champlain, a French explorer, started
a tradition of feasts to celebrate successful harvests and to prevent
scurvy among settlers. These feasts included local Mi’kmaq people
and included foods like cranberries, which were rich in vitamin C.

In the 1750s, settlers in Nova Scotia introduced the meal of turkey,
squash, and pumpkin that many have today for Thanksgiving.

For many years,
Thanksgiving was
celebrated on different
dates between August

and November. In 1957,
the holiday was set on the
second Monday of October.
This timing better matches

www.classroomready.com ﬁ






National Edition CLASSROOM READY MONTHLY NEWS October 2024

the end of the harvest season in most of Canada.

Today, Thanksgiving is a time for families and friends to gather and
express gratitude. Many Canadians enjoy a special meal on the
Sunday before the holiday Monday. A typical Thanksgiving dinner in
Canada includes roast turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, vegetables,
and pumpkin pie, but traditions can vary across the country.

Thanksgiving is a good time for people to spend time with their families
and friends. It is also a time to express thankfulness for jobs, school,
friends, family, and all the good things in your life.

To view videos, go to:
http://resources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/znzy

Video g

Scurvy: A disease that is caused by not eating enough fruits or
vegetables that contain vitamin C

Gratitude: The feeling of being grateful and wanting to express
your thanks

Y
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THANKSGIVING QUESTIONS

1. In Canada, we celebrate Thanksgiving on the second
of October.

2. What did Indigenous Peoples in Canada celebrate each year?

3. In 1578, the English explorer
and his crew celebrated their safe arrival in what is now Nunavut.

4. \Who started a tradition of feasts to celebrate successful harvests
and to prevent scurvy among settlers?

5. In the 1750s, settlers in
introduced the meal of turkey, squash, and pumpkin that many have
today for Thanksgiving.

6. For many years, Thanksgiving was celebrated on different dates

between

7. The second Monday of October better matches what?

8. Today, Thanksgiving is a time for families and friends to gather and

express

www.classroomready.com ﬁ
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BRAZIL

n South America, there is a country that contains more than half of
the remaining rainforests, animal species, and types of plants in the
world. This country is called Brazil.

Brazil is at the easternmost edge of the continent of South America.
It shares borders with every South American country except for
Ecuador and Chile. Brazil is neighbours with French Guiana, Suriname,
Guyana, Venezuela, and Colombia to the north. To the west are Peru,
Bolivia, Paraguay, and Argentina.

Uruguay borders Brazil in the south.

With an area of 8 515 767 square :
kilometres, Brazil is the fifth largest <

country in the world. Brazil is about ‘ \

4350 kilometres long and about as wide.

Over 217 million people live in Brazil.
Brazil’s largest city is Sdo Paulo, with
over 22 million people. Rio de Janeiro

is next at almost 14 million. The capital
city of Brasilia has just under five million
people.

Unlike in most of South and Central America, the official language of
Brazil is Portuguese, not Spanish. Explorers from Portugal first landed
there in 1500, and it became a Portuguese colony. In 1822, the son of
the king declared Brazil an independent country, and in 1889, the
people established a republic. The military has ruled Brazil at times,
but the country is now a democracy with a president. The current
president is Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

ﬁ © 2024 Classroom Ready. All rights reserved.
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The landscape of Brazil includes wetlands, savannahs,
plateaus, and low mountains, as well as most of the Amazon River
Basin. This includes the world’s largest rainforest and largest river
system. The trees in this area produce almost one-tenth of the world’s
oxygen. Many animals live there, and scientists get many medications
from the Amazon.

Brazil and its rainforest are important for the whole world.

To view videos, go to:
http:/iresources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/znzy

Cliceo 0

Continent: Large land masses of the earth such as Europe, Asia, or
Africa

Independent: A country having its own government

Republic: A country that is governed by a president and politicians
elected by the people and where there is no king or queen

Landscape: Everything you can see when you look across a large
area of land, especially in the country

Savannah: A wide flat open area of land that is covered with grass
but has few trees

Plateau: An area of flat land that is higher than the land around it

www.classroomready.com ﬁ
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BRAZIL QUESTIONS

1. Brazil is at the easternmost edge of which continent?

2. Brazil shares borders with every South American country except for
which countries?

3. With an area of 8 515 767 square kilometres, Brazil is the

largest country in the world.

4. How many people live in Brazil?

5. Brazil’s largest city is , with over 22
million people.

6. The official language of Brazil is

7. Who is the current president?

8. What does the landscape of Brazil include?

ﬁ © 2024 Classroom Ready. All rights reserved.
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BISON

orth America is home to animals of all sizes, from tiny insects
to massive bears and moose. The largest mammal on the

continent is the bison. This animal almost became extinet, but
efforts are now helping to bring this huge plant-eating animal back.

In the past, millions of bison roamed across North America. The United
States had mostly plains bison and Canada had mainly wood bison.
Today, 350 000 to 400 000 plains bison are left, and 5000 to 7000 wood
bison are left.

Adult male bison, called bulls, can be about two metres high at the
shoulders and weigh over 900 kilograms. Females grow to about 1.5
metres tall and can weigh about 320 kilograms. Bison look a bit like huge
cattle with Shaggy dark hair, humps on their backs, and large heads.

Bison eat grasses, flowering plants, the leaves of woody plants, and
lichen. in winter, they use their
large humps to push the snow
away and help them find food.

Hunting and loss of habitat
almost destroyed these huge
animals. The loss of wild areas
to farming and cities made it
difficult for the bison to find
enough plants to eat, and their
numbers declined.

Many people are now working to

www.classroomready.com ﬁ
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help restore the bison. In Winnipeg, Manitoba, the largest urban bison
herd in the world lives in a protected area called Fort Whyte Alive. Some
of those bison came from Riding Mountain National Park in western
Manitoba.

Elk Island National Park and Banff National Park in Alberta are two places
where bison now live. In the Northwest Territories, the Mackenzie Bison
Sanctuary has also helped to restore a wild population of these animals.

With careful management of natural resources and a limit to human
development, bison
might soon become
common again.

To view videos, go to:
http:/iresources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/znzy

Mammal: Any animal that gives birth to live young, not eggs, and
feeds its young milk

Extinct: No longer in existence
Shaggy: Long and untidy

Lichen: A very small grey or yellow plant-like organism that spreads
over the surface of rocks, walls and trees and does not have any
flowers

Habitat: The place where a particular type of animal or plant is
normally found

Urban: Connected with a town or city

ﬁ © 2024 Classroom Ready. All rights reserved.
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BISON QUESTIONS

1. What is the largest mammal on the continent of North America?

2. What kind of bison did Canada mainly have?

3. How many bison are left today?

4. Adult male bison, called , can be about two
metres high at the shoulders and weigh over 900 kilogrames.

5. Bison look a bit like what?

6. What do bison eat?

7. What almost destroyed these huge animals?

8. Where does the largest urban bison herd in the world live?

www.classroomready.com ﬁ
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Solve the word search puzzle using the words below. Note that the
answers are words that have been used in the articles in this issue.
GFNEYSSSRABYN
RMRWSLEEORMI T
AATODEBSAUAXS
TMSABOUSSLTME

MENTI | GPAOHYV
TARCOLSMUNRHR
ULOA I SAHDTEGA
DAFACHI AERRZH
EPNWCWYBDRWOS
GNI VIGSKNAHTP
HKACONTI NENTM
FBRACIREMARRU
BRAZI LYGGAHGSH
AMERICA CONTINENT HERD PORTUGUESE
BISON FROBISHER HUMPS RAINFOREST
BRASILIA GRASSES MAMMAL SHAGGY
BRAZIL GRATITUDE MONDAY SOUTH
CHAMPLAIN HARVEST OCTOBER THANKSGIVING
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MAP ACTIVITY

1. What is the national capital of Brazil?

2. What country borders Bolivia and Paraguay to the south?

3. What is the capital city of Colombia?

4. \Which countries border Brazil to the north?

5. Which country borders Argentina to the west?

6. Which body of water borders Brazil?

7. Lima is the capital city of which country?

www.classroomready.com ﬁ
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BISON OR BUFFALO

Is a bison the same as a buffalo? The words “buffalo” and “bison” are
often used to mean the same thing, but bison and buffalo are different
animals.

Buffalo and bison are distantly related, but there are several differences
that set them apart from each other.

Bison roam the grasslands of North America and the forests of Eastern
Europe. African Cape buffalo are native to the savannas and grasslands
of Africa. Wild water buffalo are native to the Indian subcontinent and
southeast Asia.

Both bison and buffalo are very large animals, but bison tend to be
larger. Bison have larger heads than buffalo and have beards. Bisons
also have humps, which buffalo do not have. Buffalos have long horns,
while bison have shorter horns.

1. Buffalo are native to which continents?

2. Are buffalo or bison larger?

3. Do buffalo or bison have humps?

4. Do buffalo or bison have longer horns?

www.classroomready.com ﬁ
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WORD SMART

Each paragraph is based on the corresponding article. Test your students’
vocabulary by having them fill in the blanks with the correct word from the
word bank below.

1. Many Canadians enjoy a special on the Sunday before the

Monday. A typical Thanksgiving dinner in Canada

roast turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, vegetables,

and pie, but traditions can vary across the
country.

2. The of Brazil includes wetlands, savannahs, plateaus,
and low ,as well as most of the Amazon

Basin. This includes the world’s

rainforest and largest river system.

3. Adult male bison, bulls, can be about two metres high
at the shoulders and over 900 kilograms. Females grow to
about 1.5 metres and can weigh about 320 kilograms.

Bison look a bit like huge cattle with shaggy dark hair,

on their backs, and large heads.

Word Bank:

called includes meal river
holiday landscape mountains tall
humps largest pumpkin weigh

ﬁ © 2024 Classroom Ready. All rights reserved.
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WRITING FUN

1. How does your family celebrate Thanksgiving?
If you don’t, do you have a similar holiday?

2. Is Brazil a country you would want to visit?
Why or why not?

www.classroomready.com
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ANSWER KEY

B@@Wﬂm@

. In Canada, we celebrate Thanksgiving on the second Monday of October.

What did Indigenous Peoples in Canada celebrate each year? The harvest

3. In 1578, the English explorer Martin Frobisher and his crew celebrated their
safe arrival in what is now Nunavut.

4. Who started a tradition of feasts to celebrate successful harvests and to
prevent scurvy among settlers? Samual de Champlain

5. Inthe 1750s, settlers in Nova Scotia introduced the meal of turkey, squash,
and pumpkin that many have today for Thanksgiving.

6. For many years, Thanksgiving was celebrated on different dates between
August and November.

7. The second Monday of October better matches what? The end of the
harvest season in most of Canada

8. Today, Thanksgiving is a time for families and friends to gather and express
gratitude.

BRAZIL

1. Brazil is at the easternmost edge of which continent? South America

2. Brazil shares borders with every South American country except for which
countries? Ecuador and Chile

3. With an area of 8 515 767 square kilometres, Brazil is the fifth largest country

in the world.

How many people live in Brazil? Over 217 million

Brazil’s largest city is Sao Paulo, with over 22 million people.

The official language of Brazil is Portuguese.

Who is the current president? Luiz Indacio Lula da Silva

What does the landscape of Brazil include? Wetlands, savannahs,

plateaus, and low mountains, as well as most of the Amazon River

Basin

N =
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BISON

1. What is the largest mammal on the continent of North America? The bison

2. What kind of bison did Canada mainly have? Wood bison

3. How many bison are left today? 350 000 to 400 000 plains bison and 5000
to 7000 wood bison

4. Adult male bison, called bulls, can be about two metres high at the shoulders
and weigh over 900 kilograms.

5. Bison look a bit like what? Huge cattle with shaggy dark hair, humps on
their backs, and large heads

6. What do bison eat? Grasses, flowering plants, the leaves of woody plants,

and lichen

What almost destroyed these huge animals? Hunting and loss of habitat

Where does the largest urban bison herd in the world live? In a protected

area called Fort Whyte Alive in Winnipeg, Manitoba

WORD SEARCH
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ACTIVITY

. What is the national capital of Brazil? Brasilia

What country borders Bolivia and Paraguay to the south? Argentina

What is the capital city of Colombia? Bogota

Which countries border Brazil to the north? Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname,
French Guiana, and Colombia

Which country borders Argentina to the west? Chile

Which body of water borders Brazil? Atlantic Ocean

7. Lima is the capital city of which country? Peru

BISON OR BUFFALO

1. Buffalo are native to which continents? Africa and Asia
2. Are buffalo or bison larger? Bison

3. Do buffalo or bison have humps? Bison

4. Do buffalo or bison have longer horns? Buffalo

WORD SMART

1. Many Canadians enjoy a special meal on the Sunday before the holiday
Monday. A typical Thanksgiving dinner in Canada includes roast turkey,
stuffing, mashed potatoes, vegetables, and pumpkin pie, but traditions can
vary across the country.

i

o U

2. The landscape of Brazil includes wetlands, savannahs, plateaus, and low
mountains, as well as most of the Amazon River Basin. This includes the
world’s largest rainforest and largest river system.

3. Adult male bison, called bulls, can be about two metres high at the shoulders
and weigh over 900 kilograms. Females grow to about 1.5 metres tall and
can weigh about 320 kilograms. Bison look a bit like huge cattle with shaggy
dark hair, humps on their backs, and large heads.

ﬁ © 2024 Classroom Ready. All rights reserved.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

Provincial Election

Approaches

ritish Columbia (B.C.)
B is preparing for its next

election, scheduled
for October 19, 2024. This
election will decide who leads
the province for the next four
years. Recent events could
change the outcome of the
election.

Kevin Falcon is the leader
of BC United, which was
formerly the BC Liberal Party.
He announced on August 28,
2024, that he was suspending
his party’s campaign. BC
United will only run enough
candidates to keep the
party name alive for future
elections.

Falcon has thrown his
support behind John Rustad
and the Conservative Party
of British Columbia. This
decision was made to prevent
splitting the vote between
the two parties. Splitting
the vote could help the New

The NDP is led by Premier
David Eby. He took over from
John Horgan in 2022 and will
be facing his first election
as party leader. The NDP has
been running the province
since 2017 and will be trying
to keep their position.

The Conservative Party
has little representation in
the legislature. Now that
they have the backing of BC
United, they have a bigger role
in the upcoming election.

The BC Green Party
remains an important voice.
While they have fewer seats,
the Greens often play an
important role. They could be
important in forming the next
government if no party wins a
majority.

As the election approaches,
these parties and their leaders
will be travelling across B.C.,
sharing their ideas and plans
for the province. They will

o\ ‘;,.k‘,,.!!if.

| ll“;":

\

affordability, the environment,
and the economy. For voters, it
Is important to pay attention
to what the candidates are
saying.

As October 19 approaches,
expect to see more campaign
activities, debates, and
discussions about B.C.’s
future. Every vote will count
in shaping the province’s
direction for the next four
years. &

@ DID YOU KNOW |

In B.C., you can vote if you are
a Canadian citizen, at least
18 years old on voting day,
and have lived in the province
for at least six months before
the election.

Democratic Party (NDP) win discuss important issues
re-election. like healthcare, housing
| WORD POWER

SUSPENDING: Officially stopping
something for a time

CAMPAIGN: A series of planned activities
that are intended to achieve a particular
social, commercial or political aim

MAJORITY: More than half of the seats in
the legislature

www.classroomready.com 1
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y installing solar panels
B on the roofs of their

homes, homeowners
can produce their own
electricity. They will save on
electrical bills and rely less on
power sources that produce
greenhouse gases—sources
like coal and natural gas
power plants. Every home with
a rooftop can install solar
panels.

Solar panels have
steadily improved over the
last decade, becoming
more efficient at producing
electricity. Today, about one in
200 homes has rooftop solar.
In the next 25 years, this
could increase to one in 12
homes.

There are some challenges
limiting the number of people
who are willing to add solar
to their homes. Costs are
still high enough to make
many homeowners pause.

Installation can cost more
than $20 000. Also, you can

The Future of
Rooftop Solar

only get solar energy when the
sun is shining, so people with
rooftop solar still must rely on
the electrical grid.

Another problem is that
there are limits on selling
solar power back to the
grid. For example, many
communities in Canada limit
how many solar panels you
can add to your home. This
limit is based on how much
electricity a household needs
to provide power for itself. If
homeowners had more panels,
they could produce more
electricity than they need and
sell the extra electricity back
to the community’s electrical
grid.

The problem is that many
grids were built and designed
for electricity to only flow in
one direction, starting from
a power plant and flowing
through a network of wires
and stations to businesses
and homes. These grids
must be updated to allow for

electricity to flow well in two
directions, allowing people to
send electricity to the grid for
others to use.

This is starting to happen,
but grid upgrades will need to
happen faster before rooftop
solar can really take off &

@ DID YOU KNOW

About 18 percent of the
electricity produced in Canada
comes from the burning of
coal and natural gas.

To view videos, go to:
http://resources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/ehxl

Video 0

| WORD POWER

EFFICIENT: Doing something in a good,
careful and complete way with no waste of
time, money, or energy

2 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.

ELECTRICAL GRID: The network of power
plants, transmission lines, and other
infrastructure used to distribute electricity
to homes and businesses in a city or region
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Japan Encourages a
Four-day Work Week

or many people, the
Fwork week is five days.

Many workers work 7 to
8 hours a day, from Monday to
Friday, and get Saturday and
Sunday off.

Over the past few decades,
some groups have suggested
companies switch to a four-
day work week. One benefit
would be that it would
promote a better work-life
balance. It would give parents
more time and flexibility
to care for their children.

It also could help reduce
unemployment by spreading
work out among more people.

One of the supporters
of the four-day work week
is Japan. This is a little
surprising as Japan’s workers
are known to be hard-working.
In fact, there is a tendency for
Japanese workers to become
workaholics.

This can have serious
consequences. Many Japanese
workers suffer from health

problems, both physical and
mental. These problems come
from the stress of working
long hours and not taking
enough time for rest and
exercise.

In 2021, the government
formally expressed its support
for a four-day work week.

Japanese officials are also
looking toward the four-day
work week to convince more
Japanese people to join or
stay in the workforce. This is
important because of Japan’s
demographics. Japan’s
population is shrinking. There
aren’t enough young people to
replace the workers who could
retire in the coming years.

If a better work-life
balance is available, workers
may be willing to put off
retirement and work until
they are older. Shorter and
more flexible work could also
allow people raising children,
people caring for older
relatives, and others looking

Al

for extra income to join the
workforce.

Recently, the government
launched a campaign to offer
advice, funding support, and
success stories to companies
interested in giving their
employees a four-day work
week. &

@ DID YOU KNOW

Currently, about eight percent
of companies in Japan allow
employees to take three or
more days off per week.

To view videos, go to:
http://resources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/ehxl

P liceo (b
“4

| WORD POWER

WORK-LIFE BALANCE: The idea of avoiding
excessive work hours and stress, allowing
employees more time to spend on family
and recreation

WORKAHOLIC: Someone who tends to work
hard and long hours

DEMOGRAPHICS: Statistical data relating
to a population, including things like age,
gender, and ethnicity

www.classroomready.com 3
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ore than 60 million
bison once covered
the great plains and

northern reaches of North
America. In the 1800s,
hunting and new diseases
brought by European settlers
led to the bison populations
almost disappearing. It is
believed that at one point
there were only 541 bison in
all of North America.

Conservation efforts have
helped bison populations
recover. Today, there are
around 350 000 plains bison
and about 5000 to 7000 wood
bison in North America. Plains
bison are adapted to live on
the open grasslands while
wood bison live further north
in the boreal forest.

One of the legacies of
almost being hunted to
extinction is a lack of genetic
diversity.

Genetic diversity is how
scientists measure the
different types of traits

Helping to Improve Genetic
Diversity of Bison

that come from genes. For
example, a population of
humans with blue, green,
grey, and brown eye colours
Is more diverse than a
population that only has
people with blue eyes.

Genetic diversity makes
a population able to adapt
and recover from things like
diseases and habitat change.
For example, a population
that is diverse is more likely
to have individuals who are
immune to a new infection or
who can adapt to a period of
drought.

That is one reason
researchers are mapping
the genomes of bison herds
across North America. They
are using this information
to help bison with different
genes mate to produce more
genetically diverse offspring.

The researchers are also
working to restore the two
subspecies of wood and
plains bison. Canada mixed

@ DID YOU KNOW |

plains and wood bison
together and many herds are
hybrids of plains and wood
bison. If this continues, the
distinction between the two
subspecies may disappear.
This could be a problem since
each subspecies is adapted to
different habitats. %

Many bison herds in Canada
are managed by First Nations
groups. The University of
Saskatchewan researchers
have been working with First
Nations groups in Alberta and
Saskatchewan.

To view videos, go to:
http://resources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/ehxl

Video &
4

| WORD POWER

CONSERVATION: The practice of preserving
and protecting animals, plants, and their
habitats so they can endure for future
generations

GENOME: The complete set of genes for an
organism

HYBRID: The offspring that results from
the mating of animals of two different
species or subspecies

4 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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Man-made Fires Cause

Deforestation in Brazil &

ires have been
Fdestroying areas of the

Amazon Rainforest in
Brazil.

The Amazon is a tropical
rainforest that covers five
and a half million square
kilometres across South
America. It is home to around
390 billion trees. These
trees and other plant life
perform the important task of
absorbing about 15 percent
of the carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. The Amazon is
also home to many different
species of plants and
animals, and to thousands
of Indigenous communities.
For these reasons, much
of the Amazon Rainforest
is protected from being
destroyed or cut down.

Over half of the Amazon is
located in Brazil. Not everyone
in Brazil sees the value of
these trees in the same way.

Brazil’s former president
encouraged the burning down

of protected forests to make
way for farming and mining
activities. From 2019 to 2023,
he allowed a huge increase in
deforestation of the Amazon.

Luna da Silva became
president in 2023. President
da Silva has made a
commitment to discourage
illegal deforestation. This
commitment seems to be
working. Deforestation in the
Amazon decreased by almost
half between August 2023
and July 2024.

This July, there was a spike
in forest-burning wildfires.
Hot spots in the Amazon have
almost doubled compared to
a year ago, and 666 square
kilometres of deforestation
have occurred. The fires have
darkened the skies over Brazil
with smoke. Government
officials say that many of the
fires are being set by people
0N purpose.

Environmental experts say
that people and companies

are often setting fires in order
to clear land of vegetation.
They are doing this so the
land can be used for other
purposes, like farming.
Environmentalists say
that to prevent this from
continuing to happen,
the Brazilian government
needs to create and enforce
stronger penalties against
environmental crimes. &

@) DID YOU KNOW |

One-quarter of all modern
Western medical drugs come
from rainforest plants. Only
a small number of Amazon
plant species have been
studied for their medical
benefits.

To view videos, go to:
http://resources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/ehxl

F

| WORD POWER

DEFORESTATION: The removal or
destruction of a forest or a large area of
trees

HOT SPOT: Pockets of fire or smouldering
materials that could lead to a larger
wildfire

VEGETATION: Plants in general, especially
the plants that are found in a particular
area or environment

www.classroomready.com 5
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ur Thanksgiving has a
0 rich history that dates

back centuries. The
Canadian holiday has origins
and traditions that make it
special, and unique from the
American holiday.

The first Thanksgiving in
Canada is believed to have
taken place in 1578, when
English explorer Martin
Frobisher and his crew
celebrated their safe arrival
in what is now Nunavut. They
enjoyed a simple meal of salt
beef, biscuits, and mushy
peas to give thanks for their
journey.

In the early 1600s, Samuel
de Champlain, a French
explorer, started a tradition of
feasts to celebrate successful
harvests and to prevent
scurvy among settlers. These
feasts included local Mi’kmagq
people and featured foods like
cranberries, which were rich
in vitamin C.

In the 1750s, settlers in

CLASSROOM READY MONTHLY NEWS e OCTOBER 2024

Thanksgiving

Nova Scotia introduced the
traditional meal of turkey,
squash, and pumpkin. As
more people came to Canada,
these foods became popular
across the country.

For many years,
Thanksgiving was celebrated
on different dates. It wasn’t
until 1957 that the holiday
was set on the second Monday
of October. This timing better
matches the end of the
harvest season in most of
Canada.

Today, Thanksgiving
is a time for families and
friends to gather and express
gratitude. Many Canadians
enjoy a special meal on the
Sunday before the holiday
Monday.

A typical Thanksgiving
dinner in Canada includes
roast turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, vegetables, and
pumpkin pie. Traditions can
vary across the country. In
Newfoundland, for example,

some families enjoy a “Jiggs
Dinner” with boiled meat and
split-pea pudding.

While Thanksgiving is an
important holiday in Canada,
it is not celebrated in all
provinces equally. It is less
common in places like Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and
Prince Edward Island. For
many Canadians, it remains
a special time to gather with
loved ones and give thanks for
life’s blessings. &

@ DID YOU KNOW |

Canadians love their
Thanksgiving turkey. In 2020,
Canadians purchased 2.5
million whole turkeys for
Thanksgiving.

To view videos, go to:
http://resources.dynamic-
classroom.ca/books/ehxl

Video &
4

| WORD POWER

SCURVY: A disease caused by a lack of
vitamin C from not eating enough fruit and
vegetables

6 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.

TRADITIONAL: Being part of the beliefs,
customs, or way of life of a particular
group of people, that have not changed for
along time
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Monthly News Q & A

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Provincial Election Approaches

1. What did Kevin Falcon announce?

2. Why has Falcon decided to support John Rustad and the Conservative Party?

3. Who is the leader of the NDP? How long have they been running the province?

4. How does Falcon’s announcement affect the Conservative Party?

5. What will the parties and their leaders be doing as the election approaches?

CRITICAL THINKING
1. What does it mean to split the vote?

www.classroomready.com 1
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NATIONAL
The Future of Rooftop Solar

1. What can homeowners do if they produce their own electricity?

2. How many homes have rooftop solar? How could this increase?

3. What are some challenges that limit the number of people willing to add solar to their homes?

4. What limit do many communities in Canada have?

5. What problem is there with selling electricity back to the electrical grid?

CRITICAL THINKING
1. Do you think that people should be able to send electricity into the grid? Explain your answer.

8 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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Monthly News Q & A

INTERNATIONAL
Japan Encourages a Four-day Work Week

1. What are some of the benefits of a four-day work week?

2. Why is it surprising that Japan supports the four-day work week?

3. What are some of the consequences of being a workaholic?

4. Why is it important that Japan convince more Japanese people to join or stay in the workforce?

5. What might workers be willing to do if a better work-life balance was available?

CRITICAL THINKING
1. Would you be willing to have longer school days if you could have a three-day weekend? Explain your answer.

www.classroomready.com g9
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INDIGENOUS CONNECTIONS

Helping to Improve Genetic Diversity of Bison
1. What happened to the bison in the 1800s?

2. How many bison are there today?

3. What is genetic diversity?

4. Why is genetic diversity important for a population?

5. Why are researchers working to restore the two subspecies of wood and plains bison?

CRITICAL THINKING
1. What are some other animals that have been hunted close to extinction?

10 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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ENVIRONMENT
Man-made Fires Cause Deforestation in Brazil

1. Why are the trees of the Amazon important?

2. What did Brazil’s former president encourage?

3. What commitment has President da Silva made? Is it working?

4. What happened this July?

5. Why are people and companies setting fires?

CRITICAL THINKING
1. If the rainforest is so important, why do you think people continue to destroy parts of the Amazon?

www.classroomready.com 1
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FEATURE
Thanksgiving
1. When did the first Thanksgiving take place?

2. What happened in the early 1600s?

3. When was the date for Thanksgiving set? Why was the date chosen?

4, What is Thanksgiving a time for today?

5. What is a typical Thanksgiving dinner?

CRITICAL THINKING

1. Do you and your family celebrate Thanksgiving? If yes, how do you celebrate? If not, do you have a
similar holiday that you do celebrate?

12 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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Japan’s Demographics

The chart below shows the percentage of people in Japan who are in each age range. There are two
additional rows of data, one showing the percentage of people over 60 years and the other over 80 years.
Use this information to answer the questions that follow.

Age 1950 | 1990 | 2020 | 2023 | 2030 | 2050
0-14 [ 354% | 17.9% | 11.9% | 11.5% | 10.7% | 11.1%
15-64 | 59.7% | 69.7% | 58.5% | 58.5% | 57.9% | 51.4%
65+ 49% | 12.4% | 29.6% | 30.1% | 31.4% | 37.5%

60+ 7.6% | 17.9% | 354% | 36.1 | 38.3% | 43.7%
80+ 0.6% | 2.5% | 9.9% | 10.8% | 13.4% | 15.6%

1. What percentage was working age (between 15 and 64) in 19907

2. What percentage was working age in 2023?

3. What percentage will be working age in 20507

4. What percentage was under the age of 15 in 19507

5. What percentage was under the age of 15 in 2023?

6. What percentage was at or approaching retirement age (60+) in 20237

www.classroomready.com 13
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Political Cartoon

A political cartoon uses images to exaggerate an opinion, often in a humorous way. The main purpose of
the cartoon is to show you the artist’s point of view on a situation.

WE STRUGGLE

|

A “_\ ZERO
M /] PEFORESTATION]

For each element in the image above, write a point or two about the element or how it relates to the rest of
the image.

1. The people who are meeting

2. Where they are meeting

3. Put all of the elements together and explain in your own words what the cartoon is saying.

14 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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Map Activity: Brazil

1.Locate and label the following countries:

BRAZIL COLOMBIA PERU
ARGENTINA FRENCH GUIANA SURINAME
BOLIVIA GUYANA URUGUAY
CHILE PARAGUAY VENEZUELA

2.Locate and label the following cities:

Brasilia Bogota La Paz
Asuncion Caracas Lima

3.Locate and label the following bodies of saltwater:
Atlantic Ocean Pacific Ocean

4.Create a colour legend for your map with the following:
Brazil Other Countries Salt Water

9.Draw and label the compass bearing.

6.Label your map:
Brazil and Neighbouring Countries

www.classroomready.com
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Map Activity: Brazil

16 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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Looking at Brazil

Brazil is part of the continent of South America and borders the Atlantic Ocean. It is located 10 degrees
south of the equator, giving it a climate that is mostly tropical. Brazil is about four times the size of
Nunavut at 8 515 770 square kilometres. Brazil has a population of 220 051 512 (2024 estimate) and a
currency called the Brazilian real (BRL). It takes about 4 reals to equal one Canadian dollar.

Use the map and the information on this page to answer the following questions.

1. What is the area of Brazil?

2. What is the population of Brazil?

3. What is the capital city of Brazil?

4. What is the currency used in Brazil?

5. What colours are on the flag of Brazil?

6. Which countries border Brazil?

/. Colour the flag as follows:
Green with a large yellow diamond
in the centre that contains a blue
celestial globe with 27 white
five-pointed stars; the globe has
a white equatorial band with
the motto ORDEM E PROGRESSO
(Order and Progress).

www.classroomready.com 17
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Monthly News Quiz

THE FUTURE OF ROOFTOP SOLAR

1. How much can installing solar panels on your roof cost?

A. $1000 B. $12 000 C. $20 000

2. The problem is that many grids were built and designed for to only
flow in one direction.

JAPAN ENCOURAGES A FOUR-DAY WORK WEEK

1. Japanese officials are also looking toward the four-day work week to convince more people to join or
stay in the workforce.

True False

2. Japan’s population is

HELPING TO IMPROVE GENETIC DIVERSITY OF
BISON

1. Genetic diversity is how scientists measure the different types of traits that come from

2. Genetic diversity makes a population able to take over an ecosystem.

True False

MAN-MADE FIRES CAUSE DEFORESTATION IN
BRAZIL

1. How much of the Amazon is located in Brazil?

A. Less than one-quarter B. Over half C. All of it

2. Environmental experts say that people and companies are often fires in
order to clear land of vegetation.

18 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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Monthly News Answer Key

Provincial Election Approaches

1. What did Kevin Falcon announce?
He announced on August 28, 2024, that
he was suspending his party’s campaign.
BC United will only run enough candidates
to keep the party name alive for future
elections.

2. Why has Falcon decided to support John
Rustad and the Conservative Party?
This decision was made to prevent splitting
the vote between the two parties. Splitting
the vote could help the New Democratic Party
(NDP) win re-election.

3. Who is the leader of the NDP? How long
have they been running the province?
The NDP is led by Premier David Eby. The NDP
has been running the province since 2017
and will be trying to keep their position.

4. How does Falcon’s announcement affect
the Conservative Party?
The Conservative Party has little
representation in the legislature. Now that
they have the backing of BC United, they
have a bigger role in the upcoming election.

9. What will the parties and their leaders he
doing as the election approaches?
As the election approaches, these parties
and their leaders will be travelling across
B.C., sharing their ideas and plans for the
province. They will discuss important issues
like healthcare, housing affordability, the
environment, and the economy.

www.classroomready.com

The Future of Rooftop Solar

1.

What can homeowners do if they produce their
own electricity?

They will save on electrical bills and rely less on
power sources that produce greenhouse gases—
sources like coal and natural gas power plants.

How many homes have rooftop solar? How
could this increase?

Today, about one in 200 homes has rooftop solar.
In the next 25 years, this could increase to one in
12 homes.

What are some challenges that limit the
number of people willing to add solar to their
homes?

Costs are still high enough to make many
homeowners pause. Installation can cost more
than $20 000. Also, you can only get solar energy
when the sun is shining, so people with rooftop
solar still must rely on the electrical grid.

What limit do many communities in Canada
have?

Many communities in Canada limit how many
solar panels you can add to your home. This limit
Is based on how much electricity a household
needs to provide power for itself.

What problem is there with selling electricity
hack to the electrical grid?

The problem is that many grids were built

and designed for electricity to only flow in one
direction, starting from a power plant and
flowing through a network of wires and stations
to businesses and homes. These grids must be
updated to allow for electricity to flow well in two
directions, allowing people to send electricity to
the grid for others to use.
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Japan Encourages a Four-day Work
Week

1.

What are some of the benefits of a four-day
work week?

One benefit would be that it would promote

a better work-life balance. It would give
parents more time and flexibility to care

for their children. It also could help reduce
unemployment by spreading work out among
more people.

Why is it surprising that Japan supports the
four-day work week?

This is a little surprising as Japan’s workers
are known to be hard-working. In fact, there
is a tendency for Japanese workers to become
workaholics.

What are some of the consequences of
being a workaholic?

Many Japanese workers suffer from health
problems, both physical and mental. These
problems come from the stress of working
long hours and not taking enough time for
rest and exercise.

Why is it important that Japan convince
more Japanese people to join or stay in the
workforce?

This is important because of Japan’s
demographics. Japan’s population is
shrinking. There aren’t enough young people
to replace the workers who could retire in the
coming years.

What might workers be willing to do if a
better work-life balance was available?

If a better work-life balance is available,
workers may be willing to put off retirement
and work until they are older. Shorter and
more flexible work could also allow people
raising children, people caring for older

Monthly News Answer Key

relatives, and others looking for extra income
to join the workforce.

Helping to Improve Genetic
Diversity of Bison

1.

What happened to the bison in the 1800s?
In the 1800s, hunting and new diseases
brought by European settlers led to the bison
populations almost disappearing.

How many bison are there today?

Today, there are around 350 000 plains bison
and about 5000 to 7000 wood bison in North
America.

What is genetic diversity?

Genetic diversity is how scientists measure
the different types of traits that come from
genes.

Why is genetic diversity important for a
population?

Genetic diversity makes a population able to
adapt and recover from things like diseases
and habitat change.

Why are researchers working to restore the
two subspecies of wood and plains bison?
Canada mixed plains and wood bison
together and many herds are hybrids of
plains and wood bison. If this continues, the
distinction between the two subspecies may
disappear. This could be a problem since
each subspecies is adapted to different
habitats.

Man-made Fires Cause
Deforestation in Brazil

1.

Why are the trees of the Amazon important?
These trees and other plant life perform the
important task of absorbing about 15 percent
of the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

2 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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2. What did Brazil’s former president
encourage?
Brazil's former president encouraged the
burning down of protected forests to make
way for farming and mining activities.

3. What commitment has President da Silva
made? Is it working?
President da Silva has made a commitment
to discourage illegal deforestation.
This commitment seems to be working.
Deforestation in the Amazon decreased by
almost half between August 2023 and July
2024,

4. What happened this July?
This July, there was a spike in forest-burning
wildfires. Hot spots in the Amazon have
almost doubled compared to a year ago, and
666 square kilometres of deforestation have
occurred.

5. Why are people and companies setting
fires?
Environmental experts say that people and
companies are often setting fires in order to
clear land of vegetation. They are doing this
so the land can be used for other purposes,
like farming.

Thanksgiving

1. When did the first Thanksgiving take place?
The first Thanksgiving in Canada is believed
to have taken place in 1578, when English
explorer Martin Frobisher and his crew
celebrated their safe arrival in what is now
Nunavut.

2. What happened in the early 1600s?
In the early 1600s, Samuel de Champlain, a
French explorer, started a tradition of feasts
to celebrate successful harvests and to
prevent scurvy among settlers. These feasts

www.classroomready.com

Monthly News Answer Key

included local Mi’kmaq people and featured
foods like cranberries, which were rich in
vitamin C.

When was the date for Thanksgiving set?
Why was the date chosen?

It wasn’t until 1957 that the holiday was set
on the second Monday of October. This timing
better matches the end of the harvest season
in most of Canada.

What is Thanksgiving a time for today?
Today, Thanksgiving is a time for families
and friends to gather and express gratitude.

What is a typical Thanksgiving dinner?
A typical Thanksgiving dinner in Canada
includes roast turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, vegetables, and pumpkin pie.

Japan’s Demographics

1.

What percentage was working age
(between 15 and 64) in 19907
69.7%

What percentage was working age in 2023?
58.5%

What percentage will be working age in
20507
51.4%

What percentage was under the age of 15
in 19507
35.4%

What percentage was under the age of 15
in 20237

11.5%

What percentage was at or approaching

retirement age (60+) in 20237
36.1%
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Political Cartoon

1. The people who are meeting
The people are meeting to discuss saving the
Amazon from deforestation. One of them is
saying that they are having trouble achieving
zero deforestation.

2. Where they are meeting
They are meeting on top of a half cut down tree
that seems to be the only tree left that isn't a
stump.

3. Put all of the elements together and explain
in your own words what the cartoon is
saying.

The Amazon Summit is trying to find ways to
stop the deforestation of the Amazon, but they
don’t seem to be able to stop the deforestation
that is happening around them.

Monthly News Quiz

THE FUTURE OF ROOFTOP
SOLAR

1. How much can installing solar panels on
your roof cost?
C. $20 000

2. The problem is that many grids were built
and designed for ELECTRICITY to only flow in
one direction.

JAPAN ENCOURAGES A
FOUR-DAY WORK WEEK

1. Japanese officials are also looking toward
the four-day work week to convince more
people to join or stay in the workforce.
True

2. Japan’s population is SHRINKING.

Monthly News Answer Key

HELPING TO IMPROVE
GENETIC DIVERSITY OF
BISON

1. Genetic diversity is how scientists measure
the different types of traits that come from
GENES.

2. Genetic diversity makes a population able
to take over an ecosystem.
False - Adapt and recover from things like
diseases and habitat change

MAN-MADE FIRES CAUSE
DEFORESTATION IN BRAZIL

1. How much of the Amazon is located in
Brazil?
B. Over half

2. Environmental experts say that people and

companies are often SETTING fires in order to
clear land of vegetation.

2 © 2024 Classroom Ready. Al rights reserved.
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COLOMBIA

*
Bogota

Pacific
Ocean

Caracas

VENEZUELA

BOLIVIA

% La Paz

PARAGUAY

ARGENTINA

Asuncion

Monthly News Answer Key

Atlantic
Ocean

FRENCH
GUIANA

Brasilia %

BRAZIL AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES
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GROW does not supply resources for other languages, and I've discussed this individually with
families. This is a reminder that students in grades 5-7 should be learning a second language
and if you've agreed to purchase your own resources for this, you need to make sure you've
gotten started on that.

Classroom Ready

Last year Classroom Ready (a monthly current events magazine) was part of our social studies
curriculum from grades 3-7. We have a subscription to classroom ready again this year and |
will be providing it on a monthly basis. The October issues are attached to this email, and |
hope to have them available in Brightspace this week. For now, this is an optional part of the
curriculum, and besides contributing to social studies, students can do the exercises in the
magazine instead of some of their reading comprehension work.

Student Photos

Just a reminder that GROW students can have school photos done on October 9th at Lac La
Hache Elementary. Please be at the school at 9:15 to have your photo taken.\

November 1t Field Trip

Also, a reminder that November 15 will be our next GROW field trip. This event will take place
at GROW in Lac La Hache. It will be a STEM-themed day with part of our time being used for
the maker challenge 'Helping Hand' that is in the Substantive Package in Brightspace. We also
have the SD#27 ADST helping teacher, Allison Bos, joining us for part of the day with a
collection of robots that we'll learn how to program! More details and a specific schedule will
be coming, but please mark the date on your calendar if you'd like to join us for this day!

Submitting Work Samples
There are two ways to submit work to GROW this year:
1. submitting hard copies, either to GROW or to the School Board Office in Williams Lake
to be delivered to GROW
2. submitting online digital copies of work through the Brightspace platform. Many of you
are diving into Brightspace and I'm thrilled about that. Please keep in mind that this is a
new program we're rolling out this year, and there are bound to be hiccups. Thanks for
the feedback you've given so far about your experiences with Brightspace, as it helps
me to fine-tune things for the future.

While | will be available on Teams to help students and families with day-to-day questions and
communication, it's not an ideal platform for submitting work. Email is not a great way to get
your evidence of learning to me either, as | get so many emails a day and there's a good
chance that your work will be lost amongst them. | know that change is hard and I'm very
willing to support you as you ease into Brightspace.



| think that's all for now—I hope you all have a wonderful week! Please don't hesitate to
reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns.

Yours truly,

Jillian Eyer

K-7 Teacher

GROW Distributed Learning
School District #27 | Cariboo Chilcotin

PO Box 128, Lac La Hache, BC, VOK 1TO
778-799-2368




